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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PENN PARISH COUNCIL 

 HELD ON 16 JULY 2016 IN THE PENN CHURCH HALL 
 

 
Present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologies 

 

 

Minute No 301 

Democratic 

Quarter Hour 

Cllrs:  Mrs M.Seymour (Chairman) 

          Mrs R.Pocock 

          Mrs K.Dicker 

          R.Bentham 

          D.Lander 

          M.Newth-West         

          G.Westmacott 

          M.Raszpla 

          County Cllr David Schofield  

 

Clerk: N.F.Johnson 

 

Cllrs A.S.Hardie, M.Morley, Mrs J.Creasy. 

 

Mrs M. Seymour opened the meeting and warmly welcomed Cllr D.Schofield 

after a period of ill-health. Guests, Peter Bierne and Adrian Bennett 

reported that the gully in Penn Street blocks after heavy rain causing flooding 

across the road into the gardens and eroding the grass bank outside Freshfields 

and Camelot. Previous intervention by Transport for Bucks (TfB) in January 

2016, proved ineffective as the bore hole and drain under the road was not 

rodded-out. Cllr D.Schofield agreed to take the issue up with Mark Shaw, 

Cabinet Member responsible for Gullies at TfB, copying in local residents via 

e-mail. Cllr. D.Lander added that lack of 2016 Gullies programme and re-

allocation of one of our Local Area Technicians to Gerrards Cross meant even 

fewer resources were available to TfB.  Cllr D.Schofield agreed.  

 

Cllr Schofield reported that ill-health meant he would not stand for re-election 

in 2017 and was thanked for his long service. It is anticipated he will be 

replaced by Isobel Darby, Conservative, currently Leader of CDC, who will 

be standing in next year's County Council elections.  

 

 

Minute No 302 

Minutes of Meeting 

Held on 19 May 16 

 

 

The Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman  

Minute No 303 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

 It was agreed that all the matters would be covered in Committee reports. 

Minute No 304 

Matters Arising 

From Minutes 

 

1) Clerks' Liaison Meeting, May 2016. This is meeting was poorly 

attended from the County side with  a number of key officer unable to attend. 

It was noted that this reduces the overall value of the meeting. CDC's 

Planning Team reported 5,500 responses to the Joint Local Plan which are 

now being considered. A timetable for publication of the revised plan was 

announced, as follows, Cabinet Paper published on 12 October and via the 

website on 22 October 2016. Plans for a Community Accredited Safety 

Scheme costing £750 were given. These will enable Parish Council's to train 

accredited safety officers with powers to issue fixed penalty notices or to 

tackle antisocial parking and speeding. It was agreed that the scheme would 

be attractive to larger Councils. 

Minute No 305 

Reports From 

Committees 

2) Local Area Forum - Notes on the meeting held on 25 May were 

reviewed. Projects for LAF funding to follow up are: 

a) Amersham LAF has £5.6k for County based activity schemes which we can 

bid for. 

b) 2016/17 - £500 has been allocated to date and we have bid for a further 
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£2,200 towards Widmer Pond Path to be determined in September 2016   

c) 2017/18 - We will need to make proposals for Highways next year by the 

end of August. 

d) Thames Valley Police reported they no longer have funds to employ 

PCSOs. A part-time officer costs £12,000-£15,000pa. and some Parish 

Council's have been willing to support. 

e) Gully Programme and Patch and Plane programmes were requested again, 

six months into year these were not available.  

2) Planning  -  There have been three meetings with 25 applications, of  

which 15 were no comments, 5 concerns, we objected to four and one was 

permitted development.  It was noted that Appeal against the refusal for 

development of Gleeson's Butchers, Hazlemere Road had failed and that 

development was now unlikely, unless the applicant made a new application. 

The Committee's draft response to the Wycombe Local Plan will be circulated 

to Councillors for comment before the closure date for submissions, 8 August 

2016. Cllrs Seymour assured Cllr D.Schofield that the Parish Council was  

aware of the proposals in the Wycombe District plan and had commented on 

them. Of particular concern to locals is the lack of detailed infrastructure plans 

to support all the development - a 1,200 unit senior school at Rayner's, the 

former Penn School site and the preferred new housing sites at Hazlemere 

Road, Holmer Green and Ashwells/Gomm Valley. 

 

Cllr R.Bentham reported on a most helpful and informative presentation on 

infrastructure and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). BCC have recruited 

a new County officer for infrastructure co-ordination.  There was broad 

agreement amongst attendees, the lack of co-ordination with infrastructure and 

planning is a flaw in the planning system, creating an acute mismatch between 

the scale of development being forced on Local Council's  by Central 

Government and the provision of infrastructure. A concern shared by all 

parish council's is infrastructure cannot be provided to meet local needs prior 

to development. The proposed CIL will help but is unlikely to address traffic 

problems given the scale of development adjacent to our Parish. Cllrs 

discussed infrastructure and plans for the opening of a 'Free' School at Penn 

School, target date September 2018 at length. Proposed changes to the home 

school transport policy will further increase school traffic.  Cllr D.Schofield 

commented that the infrastructure development at Aylesbury Vale was largely 

being financed by CIL, although this cannot be at a level which makes 

development commercially unviable. Also there is an actute need for housing. 

Cllrs agreed to write to Mrs C.Gillan, MP and S.Baker MP regarding these 

matters. 

 

Cllr M.Raszpla reported on the ongoing problems at Snowdrop Cottage, Elm 

Road. Tenants there have a large 40ft container obscuring the view from their 

property, which is in GB and AONB. Cllr M.Newth-West noted that CDC's 

Enforcement Team have written to the Penn and Tylers Green Football Club 

setting out CDC's position which is that the container constitutes 

'development' which requires either retrospective Planning Permission or a 

'Certificate of Lawfulness' (2016/00074/AB). The Case Officer, Adam Pegley, 

is now waiting for a response from the Club. Cllr Raszpla welcomed this 

clarification. It was agreed that the residents have the full backing of Parish 

Council. The Clerk will continue to liaise with the Enforcement Team over 

any planning infringement. Cllr M.Newth-West noted that the insensitive 

handling of the Tenant's concerns might jeopardise wider community support, 

including from Penn Estates. 

 

Cllr D.Schofield left the meeting at this point.    

 

  

   3) Finance & General Purposes  -  There has been no meeting, but  
   matters arising since the last Council meeting on 19 May 16 are as follows: 
   Annual audit - Mazars have given us a clean bill of health.  Notices can come  
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   down after 14 July. 
   Annual Report 2015/16  -  Text for the Report was reviewed. It was agreed to 

add a schedule of meetings, Cllrs' email addresses and mobile phone numbers. 

The Reports are now out and being distributed.   
   Metro Bank and UTB mandates - have been amended to add Mr R.Bentham 

and remove M.Bayley and M.Raszpla.  
Clerk's holiday - The Parish Office will be closed from 19 August to 3 

September inclusive. 

 

4) Recreation & Open Spaces - The minutes of the meeting held on  

     9 Jun 16 were reviewed.  All the recommendations (in red) were agreed.  In 

summary: 

a) Knotty Green play Area - two concerned residents reported a dangerous 

piece of equipment, the jumping logs, which were rotten. These were 

removed within 24 hours by our reliable contractor Tom Barron. Other 

rustic wooden jumping posts have also been removed as a precaution. The 

whole feature will need to be replaced. It was noted, swing timbers, 

replaced in 2015 have a life expectancy of 20 years, so are unaffected. 

Other play areas are subject to quarterly inspection and review. 

b) Penn Street field - Japanese Knotweed has been treated and this will be 

followed up by our Contractor JKC. 

c) Penn Street Pond - Chiltern Society has signed off plans for elimination of 

the New Zealand Pygmy weed, this will take 4-5 years. Work is expected 

to start in August/September 2016. A thick black liner has been purchased, 

£85, by the Society for this purpose. 

d) Wind damaged Elm, Elm Road - the Tree Officer has granted permission for 

30% crown lifting. Penn Tree Services are most competitive and have 

agreed to carry out the work after 4 August 2016. 

e) Information Boards -  have been installed at Millar Wood and Coppice Farm 

Road. A portable device was used to scan the ground for utilities prior to 

insertion of the post which is quicker and more reliable than CDC's Stat 

plans. 

f) Joint CWPC initiatives - a decision on our the bid for £2,200 LAF funds is 

expected by 28 September. Cllrs agreed to proceed with plans for the path 

without a dropped-kerb. Clerk to advise CWPC  

g) Notice boards - it was agreed to replace these on a rolling basis, starting in 

Winchmore Hill. Oak, glass fronted, lockable models are preferred with 

lettering 'Penn Parish Council', as a cost of £1,100.  The W/Hill Residents' 

society have been approached. Our current Penn Noticeboard will not 

survive relocation, necessary as a result of the new Little Oaks play area in 

the Church Hall car park. Little Oaks have generously agreed to fund a 

new board. The position will need to be agreed with the PPC. Clerk 

h) Cast iron sign, Elm Road - the finger has been re-cast and the finger is with 

M.Morley who will discuss with M.Raszpla. 

i) Parish Website - K.Dicker agreed to lead a small group to re-develop the 

website, other volunteers are welcome to contact the Clerk. 

 
  

 

Minute No 305 

Accounts for 

Payment 

 

Minute No 306 

Date of Next 

Meeting 

 

The list of cheques was approved. 

 

 

The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 15 September 2015 in the 

Winchmore Hill Memorial Hall.   
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Minute No 307  

Any Other Business 

 

Cllr M.Newth-West apologised to residents for any confusion caused by 

Highways poor signage ahead of the Penn Festival, in particular the one-way 

system which had not been clearly explained. Traffic management event plans 

are being distributed by the Clerk on request and via the Penn Street Facebook 

page.  

 

A local charity, led by Paul Rogerson, has agreed to fund a defibrillator for the 

Memorial Hall in Winchmore Hill. Residents are most appreciative. It will be 

installed in the porch, reported Cllr M.Seymour and residents will be trained. Cllr 

K.Dicker is qualified to run training courses for this equipment. 

 

Cllr Ruthie Pocock was welcomed by her fellow Councillors, formally co-opted 

onto the Parish Council, then signed the Declaration of Acceptance.  

 

 

 


